CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF
SOUTHERN MISSOURI

OPERATION OVERHAUL LEAVES ITS MARK ON CCSOMO

Every summer, high school students from the Perryville and Ste. Genevieve area spend a week putting their
faith into action through Operation Overhaul, a mission trip organized by Vincentian Marian Youth (VMY).
This year, Catholic Charities of Southern Missouri was honored to be selected as their service recipient for
the 2026 mission. A total of 175 students and adult volunteers traveled to Springfield, dedicating their time
and talents to serving local organizations and families in need.

Throughout the week, volunteers worked at LifeHouse and eight homes
across the Springfield area. At LifeHouse, students painted throughout the
facility, installed new flooring, completed finishing touches on a kitchen
remodel, and constructed a new storage shed to increase storage capacity for
the program. At the residential project sites, volunteers completed repairs
and construction projects that help improve accessibility and safety, including
widening doorways, building wheelchair ramps, and making needed repairs
for seniors and individuals with disabilities.

Catholic Charities Construction Program Manager, Rebecca Wuerdeman,
helped to coordinate the Operation Overhaul's projects. Reflecting on the
week, Rebecca shared, "The impact of their work will be felt long after the
week has ended. Their dedication not only improved homes and facilities but
also demonstrated the power of faith in action, bringing hope, dignity, and
support to individuals and families throughout our community. We are deeply
grateful to the students, adult leaders, and Vincentian Marian Youth for their
generosity and commitment to serving others.”


















